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BOOK NOTES

New Mexico in Maps by Jerry L. Williams and Paul E. McAllister is available
from the University of New Mexico Press ($9.50) and from bookstores in the
state. This very useful reference book consists of more than eighty topics divided
into five categories. The latter are Natural Environment, Historical Landscapes,
Population Characteristics, Economic Characteristics, and Recreation and
Government. Each topic has a descriptive text and maps or charts and tables.
Among the topics are landforms, precipitation, Native American settlements,
Spanish exploration, railroad development, population, housing, suicide, crime
rate, urbanization, land use, labor, energy, mining, historic sites, and election
results. In addition to McAllister and Williams, a number of other experts contributed to this volume, which also has a list of selected references and a
bibliography.
An Albuquerque Bibliography: A Guide to Published and Archival Materials
was recently completed by Jan Barnhart and is available from the University of
New Mexico Library and the Albuquerque Museum ($4.95). A guide to materials
in the university library's Special Collections Department that relate to the
history of Albuquerque, the bibliography contains the following sections: books
and periodicals, archives, theses and dissertation, photographs, microfilm, architecture, vertical file, and index. Call numbers are included where appropriate to
facilitate use. Of special note is the John Gaw Meem collection of architectural
materials as well as the variety of items in the archives, including, for example,
the massive Thomas B. Catron collection and the Ilfeld Company records.
Microfilm listings of the archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, the Spanish Archives of New Mexico, Mexican Archives of New Mexico, and Territorial Archives of New Mexico and many other important collections are also included.
The bibliography is a useful reference guide designed to assist all potential users,
whatever their background, and should encourage and facilitate research on the
history of Albuquerque.
For some time the Ballena Press has actively published anthropological and
historical materials from its home in California. It is a pleasure to note that the
press has now moved to Socorro, New Mexico, and has recently published
Prehistoric Agricultural Development in the Northern Southwest: A Study in
Changing Patterns of Land Use by Michael A. Glassow (paper, $8.95). Glassow,
whose archaeological fieldwork was in the Cimarron and Poni! drainages in
northern New Mexico, focuses on the environment, development of agriculture
by Pueblo people, population growth, and changes in agricultural systems. This
useful study of a region that has received relatively little attention from archaeologists is the sixteenth title in the Anthropological Papers series by Ballena
Press. Other series include "North American Rock Art," "Studies in
Mesoamerican Art, Archaeology and Ethnohistory," and "Publications in Archaeology, Ethnology and History."
A recent publication tha t deals with Hispanic culture in northern New Mexico
is La Partera: Story of a Midwife by Fran Leeper Buss (University of Michigan
Press, cloth, $10.95, paper, $6.95). It is an autobiographical account of Jesusita
Aragon of the Las Vegas region, who became a midwife at age fourteen and has
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since delivered more than 12,000 babies. This brief study provides useful information on the culture of that area.
Among other recent new publications is Best Loved Poems of the American
West, edited by John and Barbara Gregg (Doubleday, $14.95), which includes
some 500 pages of poetry and songs organized in eleven different categories from
a wide scattering of poets, including some non-Westerners. These are poems
. about the West rather than out of the West; there is no annotation in the collection.
The University of Oklahoma Press has been busy reprinting titles from its back
list. A number of the paperback editions will appeal to western historians and
some especially to New Mexicans. David J. Weber's The Taos Trappers: The Fur
Trade in the Far Southwest, 1540-1846 ($6.95) originated as a doctoral dissertation at UNM and was well received when first published in 1971 because it provided new information about the fur trade and because of its sound scholarship.
Of related interest, particularly for New Mexico and adjacent regions, is Pueblo,
Hardscrabble, Greenhorn: The Upper Arkansas, 1832-1856 by Janet Lecompte
($7.95). Lecompte's book is an extremely competent history by a fine scholar and
writer, and much of the book bears directly and indirectly on New Mexico. Also
of specific interest to New Mexicans is Santa Fe: The Autobiography of a
Southwestern Town by Oliver La Farge ($9.95), a collection of material taken
from the pages of the New Mexican between 1849 and 1953. While not a history
of Santa Fe, the book does give a feel for the community and the newspaper. The
University of Oklahoma has also reprinted in hardcover Old Bill Williams:
Mountain Man by Alpheus Favour ($11. 95). First published in 1936, this is a
biography of one of the more colorful and interesting mountain men who was active in New Mexico and also guided John Fremont during his controversial and
disastrous expedition into the San Juans of southern Colorado.
Of broader interest is Richard A. Bartlett's Great Surveys of the American
West (paper $9.95), a comprehensive account of the civilian and military surveys
of Ferdinand Hayden, Clarence King, John Wesley Powell, and George Wheeler
in the Southwest and the Rocky Mountain West after the Civil War. Also broad
in scope is The Western Peace Officer: A Legacy of Law and Order by Frank
Prassel (paper $7.95), which avoids the gunfighters and concentrates on the
various types of law officers in the West. Prassel strips away much of the myth
and finds that police work today is much the same as a century ago. His book
should be of interest to students of modern law enforcement as well as to a
general audience.
Five new Oklahoma University Press paperbacks deal with Indian topics. The
Aztecs by Nigel Davies ($ 7.95) describes the political and cultural history of the
Aztecs before the Spanish conquest. Blackfeet and Buffalo: Memories of Life
Among the Indians by James W. Schultz ($7.95) deals with a wide variety of
topics about the Blackfeet. Schultz, a fur trader who married into the tribe,
writes with color and feeling, and the book includes an informative introduction
by Keith Seele that evaluates Schultz's work. Wah'Kon-Tah: The Osage and the
White Man's Road ($7.95) by John J. Mathews, a college-educated Osage Indian
who served on the tribal council and who was a grandson of Old Bill Williams,
the mountain man, describes a portion of Osage history through the career of Indian agent Laban Miles. It is a fitting companion for Mathews's massive tribal
history, The Osages. Tanaina Tales from Alaska by Bill Vaudrin ($3.95), which
is a collection of legend-stories of the Tanaina Indians of southwestern Alaska.
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Stanley Vestal's Happy Hunting Grounds ($4.95), a novel involving the
Cheyenne tribe, is built around historic events and reflects Vestal's deep feeling
for and knowledge of the Cheyenne people. It has a new introduction by Peter J.
Powell.
The University of Texas Press continues to publish paperback editions of the
writings of J. Frank Dobie, master folklorist. The Ben Lilly Legend ($6.95) is a
fascinating account of the great hunter who spent most of his life in New Mexico
and the Southwest until his death in 1936 in the Gila country that he knew so
well. Dobie came out of a ranching background in Texas, and it was thus natural
that he would focus on the people of the cattle business in his writing. Cow
People ($6.95) is a marvelous collection of information, often anecdotal in form,
about the old time cowmen. Largely based on oral history, it is well worth
reading today.
A number of books, mostly heavily illustrated, have recently appeared on
transportation and particularly railroad history, which should please fans of that
genre. Of general interest is Sagas of Old Western Travel and Transport by H.
Wilbur Hoffman (Howell-North Books, $25.00), which deals with everything
from pack trains to around-the-Horn shipping to steamboats and trains. The text
is general, but illustrations are numerous. In America's New Railroads by Robert
S. Carper (A. S. Barnes & Co., $25.00) the text supplements the photographs of
the Penn Central and other eastern railroads, Amtrak and Conrail. Classic
American Railroad Stations by Julian Cavalier ($17.50) from the same publisher
follows a similar format. The MA & PA: A History of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Railroad by George W. Hilton (Howell-North Books, second edition,
$12.95) is more narrow in scope.
Of greater regional interest are Colorado's Loneliest Railroad: The San Luis
Southern by P. R. Griswold (Pruett Publishing Co., $25.00) and Railroads of
Arizona, vol. 2 (Howell-North Books, $30.00). The former describes the history
of a railroad tha t was only thirty-one miles long and never owned more than four
locomotives and twenty cars at any time but'served a part of the San Luis Valley
just north of the New Mexico border. The latter, by David F. Myrick, author of
other railroad books, is part of a series and deals with Phoenix and the central
Arizona roads. Both are heavily illustrated.
A variety of other books have been received by the NMHR, among them
volumes IV and V of Military Operations of the Civil War: A Guide-Index to the
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 1861-1865 (available
from the National Archives in Washington, D.C.). These volumes are a valuable
research tool for those interested in the Civil War. They are related to The War of
the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, often known simply as the Official Records, a 127-volume compilation of military records published in the latter part of the nineteenth century
and of immense value to researchers since publication. Volume IV treats the
region from Georgia to Louisiana and north to Kentucky while volume V deals
with the trans-Mississippi West and has an index organized by state and a guide
to military operations in each state. Those who have used the Official Records
will instantly appreciate the utility of these guides. Also of interest to military
historians and to travelers is A Tour Guide to Old Western Forts by Herbert M.
Hart (Pruett Publishing Co., $22.50). A career Marine Corps officer and scholar,
Hart has published several books on western forts; this volume has brief
historical sketches, illustrations, and maps.
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Uncertain Sanctuary: A Story of Mormon Pioneering in Mexico by Estelle
Webb Thomas (Westwater Press of Salt Lake City, $11.95 hardcover, $6.95
paperback) is a memoir of a Mormon family that fled to Mexico in 1898 and remained there for a dozen years. Jacob Hamblin: Mormon Apostle to the Indians
by Juanita Brooks (Westwater Press, Salt Lake City, $12.95 hardcover, $6.95
paperback) is by a recognized authority on Mormon history and on southern
Utah, who has previously written about the Mountain Meadows massacre and
about John D. Lee. The present volume, while a popular history lacking notes or
bibliography and including dialogue, is about the most famous of the Mormon
missionaries to the Indians of southern Utah and northern Arizona.

NEWS NOTES

The Chronicles of Oklahoma, the quarterly publication of the Oklahoma
Historical Society, annually offers the Muriel H. Wright Award to the author of
the best article published in the journal during the previous year. The Award,
which carries a $300 prize, is presented each year in April at the Oklahoma
Historical Society Annual Meeting. Contact Dr. Bob L. Blackburn, Editor,
Oklahoma Historical Society, Historical Building, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,
73105, for further information.
The Tularosa Basin Historical Society is preparing a book about the histories
of ninety Otero County families. It will be available in the fall. For further information, please contact Terry Benson, President, Tularosa Basin Historical
Society, Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310.

Book Reviews
NEW SPAIN'S FAR NORTHERN FRONTIER: EsSAYS ON SPAIN IN THE AMERICAN WEST.
1540-1821. Edited by David J. Weber. Albuquerque: University of New MexicoPress, 1979. Pp. xix, 321. lIlus., notes, index. $7.95.
THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS "continue to challenge and fascinate historians,
would be historians, and aficionados of history" according to David J. Weber,
editor of this collection of eighteen essays on Spain's far northern frontier in the
New World. This excellent an'thology of wisely selected articles, all of which
were published previously between 1917 and 1976, should help to perpetuate
this challenge and fascination. They offer students and others interested in the
Southwest a broad overview of the great diversity of activity that took place in
that region and how the Spaniards coped with the many problems they encountered there. These are interpretive essays tha t trea t some of the major themes
with which modern historians of the Borderlands have concerned themselves.
They are stimulating, exciting, and significant. This is an important volume
because it brings together in such convenient form these articles. The editor has
tied them together nicely into a meaningful whole, which makes this a fine contribution to borderland studies. Teachers of borderlands classes will be grateful
for the book, and no doubt the next generation of historians will read and discuss
the articles for a long time to come.
.
A well written and informative introduction by the editor sets the stage, and a
further introduction introduces each of the essays. This enables the reader to appreciate each article's overall significance to borderlands understanding. The articles are arranged in nine appropriate sections on the Relevance of the
Borderlands, Spanish Exploration (by land and sea), Spanish Institutions, Colonial Society, Frontier Influences, Eighteenth Century Changes, Indians, Cultural
Traditions, and present-day Relevance and Application. Two of the articles are
long-time classics, and no anthology would be complete without them: Herbert
E. Bolton's "The Mission as a Frontier Institution in the Spanish American Colonies" (917), and George P. Hammond's "The Search for the Fabulous in the
Southwest" (1956). The remaining sixteen essays are by respected scholars in the
field and indicate the wide scope of topics covered in borderlands studies. They
range from Donald E. Worcester's "The Significance of the Spanish Borderlands
to the United States," Donald C. Cutter's "Spanish Scientific Exploration Along
the Pacific Coast, " "The Presidio: Fortress or Farce?" by Odie B. Faulk and
"Settlement Patterns and Village Plans in Colonial New Mexico" by Marc Simmons, to a demographic analysis of late eighteenth-century Texas by Alicia V.
Tjarks. John Kessell's "Spaniards, Environment, and the Pepsi Generation," is a
delightful revisionist essay, and editor David Weber's concluding piece in the
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volume, "Scarce More than Apes: Historical Roots of Anglo-American
Stereotypes of Mexicans," indeed adds relevance to the book and to our modernday study of the Spanish Borderlands.

Brigham Young University

TED J. WARNER

THE MISSIONS OF NEW MEXICO SINCE 1776. By John L. Kessell. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1980. Publication of the Cultural Properties
Review Committee. Pp. xii, 276. Illus., notes, appendix, bibliog., index.
$45.00.
"MISSION" -TIlE WORD BRINGS to the public's mind the Catholic buildings
established in California by Fathers Serra and Lasuen and San Xavier del Bac
near Tucson begun by Father Kino. But to the historian of colonial Latin
America, including the southwestern United States, it means the churches and attendant buildings founded by Spain and Portugal in far-flung places ranging
from Chesapeake Bay, Florida, Georgia, Texas, New Mexico, Pimeria Alta, and
California in the north to the Jesuit missions among the Guarani in the south.
Virtually every colonial kingdom of Latin America once had them. John Kessell's
superb volume concentrates upon the New Mexican missions originally described
by Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez in 1776, so splendidly translated and
edited earlier by Fray Angelico Chavez and Eleanor Adams. Kessell's book is a
companion work, examining the historical evolution of these thirty-two missions
from the late colonial period to the present.
The author's expertise comes from his experience at Tumacacori Mission and
scholarly research in primary sources for many years. While he preserves the
double-column format and topical organization of the Dominguez report, his
style is lively and interesting. His Spanish, Mexican, and Anglo-American
sources are largely from documentary collections, eyewitness reports of visitors,
and accounts of anthropologists, archaeologists, historians, and preservationists.
The historical introduction discusses architectural and building methods,
necessary adaptations of the structures to the New Mexican environment, and the
diversity of the missions from the "fortress" churches elsewhere in New Spain. It
also introduces the role of the Franciscan friars and describes alternating periods
of neglect and "modernization" since 1776. Most of the text, accompanied by
chapter notes, treats individual Pueblo and Hispano missions in the Rio Abajo
and Rio Arriba regions topically and intensively, emphasizing buildings and
sites, not theology or ecclesiastical matters. Although there is no map to help the
general reader, there are more than 200 excellent historical photographs and
color plates of sketches by Lieutenant John G. Bourke in 1881 located conveniently within the text. Recent aerial photos of missions update those done thirty
years ago by Stanley Stubbs. Finally, there is an extensive bibliography, a useful
index, and a pertinent appendix containing a report and census from Fray Jose
Benito Pereyro in 1808.
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Kessell corrects myths, such as that which maintains that San Miguel chapel in
Santa Fe is the "oldest mission church in the United States" (p. 55), and examines
both laudatory and derogatory observations of those who viewed these structures
at different times. For those who romanticize about the Spanish era in America,
it might be interesting that the colorful return of the swallows to San Juan
Capistrano in California is in contrast to their nuisance in the New Mexican mission. Father Juan Bautista Guevara reported (1820) that these "filthy animals
[were] underneath the altar cloths and their excrement [was] in the baptismal
font. Many times while I was celebrating the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass the
swallows accompanied the organ" (p. 16).
This is a useful, reliable, objective, carefully done, comprehensive work of
lasting value for the general reader, scholar, and as a permanent reference. The
contrast of these missions to the restored California jewels is another expression
of the individualism, inventiveness, and achievement of Hispanic culture in
America. This reviewer wishes he had had Kessell's magnificent book with him
when he climbed the stone steps in the 1950s to view the majestic mission of San
Esteban de Acoma, one of the world's wonders. Like the missions it describes,
this book is solid.

Purdue University

OAKAH L. JONES, JR.

THE DEPRESSION IN THE SOUTHWEST. Edited by Donald W. Whisenhunt. Port
Washington, N.Y.: National University Publications, Kennikat Press, 1980.
Pp. ix, 162. Notes, index. $15.00.
MORE THAN FORTY YEARS after the Great Depression, historical research into that
phenomena that has become a significant landmark in American lives is growing
rapidly. This volume, a collection of eight essays by as many authors, concentrates on Texas and bordering states as one definition of the Southwest.
The local history from the 1930s found here concentrates on the economic impact of the depression, with local, state and federal remedies for it; the development of country music during those years, along with the impact of radio and
recordings; the reactions of people in that area to the Depression; the New Deal
impact on area politics; and depression conditions for the black minority.
As might be expected when portions of a book come from different origins,
there is no central unifying theme other than that expressed by the title of the
book. The editor could have provided tighter rein to eliminate redundancy between and within essays and to strengthen organization of various essays.
Federal relief agencies, such as the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, the
Civil Works Administration, the Federal Emergency Relief Administration, the
Works Progress Administration, and the Civilian Conservation Corps, are here
given a local perspective. Recovery programs, involving crop farmers and
livestockmen, and reform programs, such as the Soil Conservation Service, are
also described, showing their purpose and what happened in the Southwest.
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In our own time when federal, state, and sometimes even local expenditures
are reckoned in the multimillion and even billions of dollars it is good to be
reminded tha t annual per capita income in Arkansas in 1938 was only $226, and
by 1945 it reached $727. Natives in that state were suspicious of federal government intentions and of the use of outsiders, labeled foreigners by Arkansas
natives, in any federal program. Instances such as this show how far the nation
has come since the Depression years in Arkansas and in all other areas as well.
Unfortunately, the narrative style of these essays rarely goes outside specific
areas to make comparisons. The book has value primarily on Texas response to
New Deal programs and on local history of some adjacent states.

Kansas State University

HOMER E. SOCOLOFSKY

ENERGY, ECONOMIC GROWTH, AND REGIONALISM IN THE WEST. By Lynton R.
Hayes. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1980. Pp. xii, 238.
IlIus., notes, index, appendix. $ I 5.95.
THROUGHOUT THE LAST DECADE the consciousness of most Americans was
heightened about a developing shortage of energy, the plenitude of which most
had been conditioned to take for granted. If the energy crisis spawned many proposals for the use of alternate resources, it also stimulated a spate of books about
America's newest preoccupation. This volume is a product of this growing
awareness, written from the perspective of a political scientist.
Professor Hayes who teaches at the University of West Florida focuses his
study on the efforts of Rocky Mountain and Great Plains states to deal with
energy issues during the 1970s. During that period the governors of ten western
states established a Western Governors' Regional Energy Policy Office, and a
successor agency, the Western Governors' Policy Office. Much of the book is
devoted to a close analysis of the operation of these bodies and how they sought
to resolve conflicts among industries, consumer groups, and an array of federal
agencies. Although Hayes in my estimation does not sufficiently emphasize the
resurgence of western regionalism in the 1970s that movement is likely to
flourish even more pronouncedly in the coming decade. Bu t Hayes does conclude
that if western states are to protect their energy resources and their quality of life
they need to cooperate more effectively as a regional force to parry the exploitative intentions of other regions as well as to shape future public policies in a
more positive vein. Each chapter is organized with care, containing section and
subsections. Readers seeking a month-by-month account of the work of the task
force studying creation of the Western Governors' Policy Office will find it in
this volume. Although the book lacks a bibliography it has notes. These reveal
that Hayes based the work on interviews, periodical literature, and publications
of the agencies discussed.
Historians will find the study lacking in historical depth. Hayes reflects only a
fleeting acquaintance with western regionalism or energy development before
1970. He overestimates the role of regionalism during much of the twentieth cen-
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tury, particularly the conflicts between particular states such as California and
Arizona. The book makes no mention of previous regional arrangements such as
the Colorado River Compact or the Interstate Oil Compact. He ignores the
Sunbelt concept emerging in the 1970s as well as diverse cultural influences in
individual western states that mitigated against regional unity during the past
half century. It could be readily argued, however, that the book should not be
judged by historical standards since it was designed for present-minded policy
makers and political scientists.
What can be said is that this is a useful and workmanlike account of the not
very successful attempts of western states to establish regional unity in order to
influence the development of energy policies. Since this is still an on-going process the volume may be helpful to policy makers. Historians interested in the efforts of western states to develop a unified outlook on energy issues in the 1970s
will find it useful.
University of New Mexico

GERALD D. NASH

COMPARATIVE FRONTIERS: A PROPOSAL FOR STUDYING THE AMERICAN WEST. By
Jerome O. Steffen. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1980. Pp. xix, 139.
Notes, bibliog., index. $10.95.
THIS IS ABOOK OF IDEAS to stimulate thought and suggest future research regarding the American West. Drawing from secondary sources in cultural ecology,
social psychology, history, and other disciplines, Steffen considers four frontiers:
cis-Mississippi pioneer agriculture, fur-trading, mining, and ranching. Interested
in origins, degree, speed, and kinds of intrinsic and extrinsic change, Steffen
argues that "there is a direct relation between the degree of insularity and the
level of change experienced on any given frontier" (p. xi). For him the process is
important. For historians, an interdisciplinary approach can be beneficial.
Steffen classifies the agricultural frontier as a subfrontier and offers comparisons with the development of change in religion and legal theory. With only
brief focus on the northeastern and never coming to grips with the southeastern
agricultural frontier, a clear definition of the cis-Mississipi frontier never
materializes. In jargonistic style, the author offers the hardly convincing idea
that the eastern agricultural frontier witnessed basic intrinsic changes; whereas,
the ranching, fur-trading, and mining frontiers experienced primarily outside or
extrinsic influences. In the latter, Steffen is more persuasive.
The fur-trading, ranching, and mining frontiers are presented as a picture of
continuity rather than change. The impact of that frontier upon individuals
associated with the Pacific Fur Company is examined, and Steffen concurs with
Goetzmann's view of the fur-trapper as a businessman. Steffen sees ranchers
Richard King, George Littlefield, and others as opportunistic businessmen going
into the cattle business to make huge profits. But what insights does this approach give us about other ranchers to whom their livelihood was a way of life?
The author compares the Georgia mining frontier with that of the American
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West and suggests that historians should reinvestigate the miner's motives and
assess the impact of the mining frontier upon the individual's behavior.
Models for human behavior, agriculture, or history should be viewed with caution and skepticism. In calling for revisionist studies, the author has written for a
scholarly audience only. By challenging the regional significance of the West, by
placing more emphasis upon interdisciplinary approaches, by debating which
changes were permanent and which were superficial, this book will make
western historiography more interesting.

Texas A&M University

IRVIN M. MAY, JR.

WATER FOR THE WEST: THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, 1902-1977. By Michael C.
Robinson. Chicago: Public Works Historical Society, 1979. Pp. 117. lIlus., selected resources, index. $6.00.
THE RECLAMATION OF DISTURBED ARID LANDS. Edited by Robert A, Wright. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1978. Pp, x, 196. IlIus., notes,
references. $4,95.
RECLAMATION HAS BECOME so synonymous with "irrigation" in the history of the
West that we tend to forget that, in its wider definition, it can mean the recovery
of lands laid waste by man as well as by nature. In the first of the two volumes
reviewed here, Michael A, Robinson's summary history of the Bureau of
Reclamation, the term is used in its more common application to mean the
storage of water to irrigate arid wastelands, whereas in the collection of papers
edited by Robert A. Wright it is defined as the restoration and revegetation of
arid lands disturbed by mining activities.
Since its founding in 1902, the Interior Department's Bureau of Reclamation
has been the federal government's primary water development agency in the
West. Created as part of Theodore Roosevelt's conservation program, it has
devoted most of its efforts to irrigation, although flood control, hydroelectric
power, and the propagation of fish and wildlife have become important byproducts of its projects. Such early engineering marvels as the Hoover and Grand
Coulee dams have greatly contributed to the development of the western states.
Yet,! in recent years, reclamation has become embroiled in a number of environmental controversies.
Robinson, in his tersely written book, has done a fine job of chronicling the
growth of the Reclamation Bureau within the broad context of water resource
development. His work cannot claim to be definitive, however. It is less detailed
than former Reclamation Commissioner William E. Warne's The Bureau of
Reclamation (New York, 1973), and while it is probably more objective than that
study, it ignores many of the important issues brought to light by Ralph Nader's
critical Study Group Report on the agency: Damming the West, by Richard L.
Berkmann and W. Kip Viscusi (New York, 1973). These include the recurring
problems of cost overrides and dam safety, as well as the obstruction of Indian
water rights.
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On the brighter side of the ecological picture, the Wright volume samples some
of the enormous research presently being conducted on the reestablishment of
plants, crops, and wate r supplies on lands disturbed by coal and oil-shale mining.
These eleven papers were originally presented at a 1977 symposium on desert
and arid lands research sponsored by the American Association for the Advancement of Science. While much of the book is devoted to the results of reclamation
experiments at the Argonne National Laboratory near Chicago, it also provides
an in-depth view of specific studies in the Southwest and on the northern Great
Plains.
New Mexico readers will find two of the articles to be of particular interest. In
the first, Earl F. Aldon, a hydrologist with the Department of Agriculture in
Albuquerque, reveals the positive effects of an endocellular fungi known as endomycorhizae in stimulating shrub growth on spoils of the McKinley Coal Mine
near Gallup, while in the second, three University of New Mexico biologists,
James R. Gosz, Larry Barton, and Loren D. Potter, found that deposits of
humate, a moisture-holding organic salt of humic acid often associated with coal
beds in the Southwest, do not have a significant effect on revegetation.
Those interested in environmental history will find both of these works of
value. Water for the West offers the general reader a good introduction to the
Bureau of Reclamation, as well as to the water issues that have perennially
plagued the arid states. Although The Reclamation of Disturbed Arid Lands is
aimed at a more scientific audience, it gives the lay reader good reason to believe
that mined lands can be restored to even greater productivity.

Smithsonian Institution

MICHAEL L. LAWSON

RUDO ENSAYO: A DESCRIPTION OF SoNORA AND ARIZONA IN 1764. By Juan Nentvig, S.J. Translated, clarified, and annotated by Alberto Francisco Pradeau
and Robert R. Rasmussen. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1980. Pp.
xxiv, 160. Map, notes, bibliog., index. $16.95 cloth, $7.95 paper.
THIS "ROUGH ESSAY" was written by Father Juan Nentvig in Huasavas, Sonora,
where for five years he had been stationed as a missionary among the Opata Indians at Mission San Francisco Javier. From 1751 to 1753 he served among the
Upper Piman Indians at Saric and Suamca (Santa Cruz); from 1753 to March
1757, he was with the Lower Piman Indians at Tecoripa; and from 1757 until
the Jesuit expulsion of 1767, he lived among the Opatas while suffering from failing eyesight and "endless occupations."
The first version of Nentvig's natural hi~tory of Sonora was penned in 1762.
Copies followed and were updated. That published here in English translation
for the first time was drafted in 1764. Accompanying the translation, and
printed as endpapers, is Nentvig's map of Sonora and areas north, 1762, retouched by Pradeau.
The scope of Nentvig's book is, to say the least, immodest. He describes Sonora
in terms of its name, location, boundaries, and all of its rivers and tributaries, including the Gila and Colorado; he writes of the topography, climate, and soils;
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and he goes into great detail concerning native flora and fauna. He talks about
Pimas, Opatas, Seris, Apaches, Eudebes, and Jovas; outlines the structure of the
Jesuit rectorates in Sonora; discusses the churches themselves; and speaks of both
ecclesiastical and civil government. He concludes by touching on presidios, mining camps, and other settlements of Spaniards and an admonition on "How to
Punish the Enemy and Prevent the Ruin of Sonora."
The Rudo Ensayo is a veritable Baedeker of mid-eighteenth-century Sonora, a
classic of its kind to take its place alongside similar works by fellow Jesuits
Segesser, Pfefferkorn, and Och. Messrs. Pradeau and Rasmussen and the University of Arizona Press (the printing job is a handsome one) have done us a favor
by providing the best published English version to date of a work that is as interesting to read now as it must have been to Father Nentvig's contemporaries.
University ofArizona

BERNARD L. FONTANA

RELUCTANT IMPERIALISTS: CALHOUN. THE SoUTH CAROLINIANS. AND THE MEXICAN
WAR. By Ernest M. Lander, Jr. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press,
1980. Pp. xiv, 189. lIlus., notes, bibliog, index. $13.95.
A NUMBER OF SOUTH CAROLINIANS played significant roles in early MexicanAmerican relations. Joel R. Poinsett served as the first United States minister to
Mexico from 1825 to 1830, and Waddy Thompson served in the same capacity
from 1842 to 1844. John C. Calhoun was deeply involved in the annexation of
Texas in 1844 and during the war became the leading anti-imperialist Democrat
in the Senate. James Gadsden, a Charleston railroad promoter, negotiated the
last purchase of Mexican territory after the war. These and other reluctant imperialists from South Carolina viewed the Mexican War as unnecessary, morally
wrong, and detrimental to southern interests.
Professor Lander, Alumni Professor of History at Clemson University, has
written an innovative and highly readable account of southern politics and the
wa r with Mexico. He develops three interrelated topics: South Carolinian politics
vis-ii-vis the war, the wartime service of the volunteer Palmetto regiment in Mexico, and editorial opinion regarding the war and the positions of local politicans.
Of these three, Lander's development of the political question is the most significant contribution offered by this book.
Lander shows the dilemma the Mexican-American War forced upon southern
politicians. Calhoun favored the eventual acquisition of California and New
Mexico, although, like John Quincy Adams, he believed the natural movement of
people would bring this expansion peacefully to fruition. On the other hand, the
introduction of the Wilmot Proviso in Congress in August 1846 (to prohibit
slavery in any part of the territory that might be acquired from Mexico) led a
number of southerners, including Poinsett and Thompson, to oppose the acquisition of any Mexican territory. This position was motivated by the desire to prevent the probable establishment of several new free states. Calhoun assumed a
more politically cautious position, perhaps in deference to his presidential ambi-

BOOK REVIEWS

315

tion, between the Democratic "All Mexico" faction and the Whig position of no
annexation or indemnity. He supported the annexation of California and New
Mexico but saw no need to invade Mexico and conquer land, thereby earning the
enmity of Mexicans for generations. The editor of the Charleston Mercury,
quoting Calhoun, declared, "Mexicu is to us the forbidden fruit: the penalty for
eating it would be to subject our institutions to political death."
Once the war had commenced, South Carolinians were as patriotic and jingoistic as other Americans. Their representatives, out of political self-preservation,
supported the war effort and the annexation of territory, if not precisely President Polk's policies. Although Professor Lander has not addressed the question of
southern responsibility for the origins of the war, he amply demonstrates that
once it had started South Carolinians were by no means satisfied with its arrival,
its conduct, or with the fruits of conquest. Lander argues that South Carolinian
distaste for the war sprang from a complex of motivations; still, one is left with
the impression that they rightly opposed the war but for the wrong reason.

Michigan State University

ThOMAS BENJAMIN

THE FRENCH EXPERIENCE IN MEXICO, 1821-1861. By Nancy Nichols Barker.
Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1979. Pp. xv, 264. Illus.,
notes, bibliog., index. $18.00.
NANCY N. BARKER, PROFESSOR OF HISTORY at the University of Texas, Austin, has
written a well-researched account of French-Mexican relations between 18211861. Utilizing documents from both French and Mexican archives, Barker emphasizes the French version of the story while incorporating Mexican views of
the period. Chiefly diplomatic history, the narrative is an analysis of social,
political, demographic, and religious factors that affected French relations with
Mexico. Moreover, excellent biographic sketches of French diplomats accompany the narration resulting in greater understanding of the personalities
who sought to manipulate French policy toward Mexico by developing or, at
least, supporting an ideology of intervention.
Popularly, the theme dealt with by Barker has been little understood. The
author explains the interrelationships of economics, racism, and patriotism to
such events as the Pastry War (1838) and the later French intervention of the
1860s. Indeed, the causes of the so-called Pastry War, commonly explained as
having resulted solely from Mexico's refusal to pay indemnities to France for
alleged damages to a small French pastry shop pilfered by Mexicans, had deeper
roots. Basically, throughout the 1830s French citizens lodged grievances about
their treatment in Mexico. Aside from the disparate treatment the Frenchmen
received in public, forced loans and unpaid indemnities became issues that set
the pattern for the friction between the two nations that ultimately led to the
eventful French intervention. Arguing that French citizens in Mexico were often
the target of abuse, diplomats (influenced by French businessmen), speculators,
and adventurers frequently advocated the invasion of Mexico. Finally, those who
sought intervention convinced Napoleon to place a European prince on the Mex-
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ican throne. Skillfully, Barker demonstrates that the imposition of a French monarchy in Mexico was not a whimsical scheme but a bold conclusion on the part of
French authorities drawn from years of frustration, friction, and failure to
resolve their differences with Mexico. Yet in idealistic fashion, the French believed, too, tha t by reinstituting monarchism in Mexico they were, in fact, saving
Mexico from itself.
Doubtless, this book is a contribution to the bibliography of the French intervention in Mexico. Students of Mexican diplomacy will also find this book
useful.

National Park Service, Santa Fe

JOSEPH P. SANCHEZ

THE PORFIRIAN INTERREGNUM: THE PRESIDENCY OF MANUEL GONzALEZ OF MExICO. l880-1884~ By Don M. Coerver. Fort Worth: Texas Christian University, 1979. Pp. 322. Notes, bibliog., index. $6.95 paper.
IT IS INDEED A SIMPLIFICATION to assert, as many have done, that Manuel
Gonzalez acted as Porfirio Diaz's presidential puppet from 1880 to 1884. In this
volume Professor Coerver has not only written the first authoritative Englishlanguage study of the Gonzalez administration, but he also demonstrates that
Gonzalez's government resulted in more than a mere caretaker for Don Porfirio.
How much more is a vital question. In trying to show "that Gonzalez, not Diaz,
was running the country," an impressive array of fresh data emerges from the
text. However, this data is intermixed with underlying questions that are either
overlooked or unanswered.
Generally, this volume is a political history of the Manuel Gonzalez administration, which lasted the four years (1880-1884). Diaz, who had ruled
Mexico from 1876-1880, "selected" Gonzalez to succeed him with the latter's
loyal acquiesence, and ostensibly planned to continue his rule after 1884; hence
the character of an "interregnum." Here the author aims at contrasting the
leadership of Diaz with Gonzalez's mode of administration. Of the book's eight
chapters, five provide the opportunity for such a contrast, primarily in the areas
of internal politics, foreign relations, economic development, and fiscal policy.
The study reflects the official character of most of its sources. These derive
from the personal archives of Porfirio Diaz, La Coleccion General Porfirio Diaz,
the thirty-volume Archivo del General Porfirio Diaz edited by Alberto Maria
Carreno, contemporary governmental reports, and United States diplomatic correspondence. As a consequence, a reader is confined to a perspective offered by a
handful of government functionaries when the author is not reciting excerpts
from official statements.
In this reviewer's opinion, Coerver reveals an innovative leadership emerging
in Mexico City in the early 1880s. However, the reader is left to presume it was
different from the Diaz cadre of the latter 1870s. Also, he fails to demonstrate
fully that Gonzalez was in command of his administration.
Examples of innovative leadership stand out clearly when Coerver discusses
the role of the federal government in promoting economic development.
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Foremost is the creation in 1882 of the first national-level bureau dedicated to
economic development-the Departamento de Fomento. While the author concedes the bizarreness of some of its ideas (the attempted crossbreeding of a sheep
with a hog-a cuino-in order to export it to Germany on demand, and the importation of camels), other more practical and long-lasting projects pursued by
the bureau are discussed. These include the organization of the Direci6n
General de Estadistica, the introduction of the metric and decimal system and of
a uniform system of weights and measures, the near triplication of telegraph
lines, port and harbor improvements, and subsidies offered to transportation
firms both national and foreign. The author underlines, as chief example among
the latter, Gonzalez's efforts to promote the construction of railroads, efforts that
resulted in the enlargement of the national railroad grid to six times what it was
at the end of Diaz's first term. Governmental regulation of the railroad system is
likewise broadened during this time through the passage and partial implementation of key legislation.
Other innovations attributed to the Gonzalez administration include efforts to
colonize sparsely settled areas by attracting European immigrants with offers of
generous terrenos baldios, abolish alcabalas, establish a national banking
system, and formulate a revitalized national mining code tha t ultimately leads to
increased foreign investment in that sector. The reader is led to imagine an active
federal government stirring a somnolent national economy by subsidizing
private enterprise and investing into public works, all of which ostensibly contribute to government overspending and the "crisis of 1883-1884" not fully identified nor explained. If it were not for the image presented of President Gonzalez
forever ready to kiss the hem of Diaz's military tunic, one would believe that the
latter learned economic development policies from the former.
Coerver's initial aim to compare or relate "Gonzalez's methods . . . with
those employed by Diaz" falls short of its mark. For instance, Diaz's efforts at
achieving economic development, beyond the realm of railroads, receive only
cryptic references. Two questions overlooked or unanswered are more important, however.
First, who acted as Gonzalez's "brains trust"? Coerver fails to develop a consistent and full view of President Gonzalez's advisory staff outside two or three
key individuals, like Jose G. Carb6 and Ram6n Fernandez, whose correspondence only seems to provide important source material. The authorship of
outstanding tactics and strategies in the areas of economic development, foreign
relations, and fiscal policy practically remains anonymous. If Gonzalez is
responsible for them he has truly been short-shrifted by historians of the porfiriato.
Second, if instead of fulfilling the role of a "front-man," Gonzalez enjoyed full
command of his government, why does he pursue only those policies consistent
with Diaz's philosophy of government while expressing varying degrees of servility? Were there no issues during the four years in which a manly difference occurred? Until these questions are answered more fully the proposition that
Manuel Gonzalez was really his own man in office needs further study.

University of Washington
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MORRIS B. PARKER'S MULES. MINES, AND ME IN MEXICO, 1895-1932. Edited by
James M. Day. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1979. Pp. xviii, 230.
Illus., notes, bibliog., index. $7.95.
STILL AMONG THE BEST SOURCES for the nineteenth-century history of Mexico (and
the rest of Latir~ America, for that matter) are the accounts left by foreigners who
in one capacity or another travelled or worked there: diplomats, merchants,
engineers and, as in this case, miners. These visitors were often people of broad
education and interests. Their powers of observation were often acute; they
showed a surprising sympathy for and understanding of the native people with
whom they dealt; and they were able to record events and feelings in simple,
direct, and often pleasantly understated language-a facility that their modern
counterparts seem to have lost, perhaps because still and motion photography
have obviated much of the need for verbal description.
Morris B. Parker was among the last of this nineteenth-century breed to work
in Mexico. He was a skilled American mining engineer who first went to Mexico
in that capacity in 1895, and who, over the next fifteen years, developed several
mines, yielding mainly precious metals, in Sonora and Chihuahua. This brief
autobiography is devoted largely to those years. There are also two chapters on
Parker's experiences in the early days of the Revolution, and one on postRevolutionary years to 1932, which is hardly more than a postscript.
For the economic historian, and particularly for the historian of mining,
Parker provides many splendid concrete examples of well-known general
developments in late Porfirian times: the immense influx of U.S. capital, the
equally crucial impact of advanced refining technology, the rapid acceleration
of economic activity through improved communication in the form of railroads.
On the other hand, there is much of traditional Mexico in this account. In the
1890s the carriers in one mine run by Parker were still using tump lines (p. 28),
Mules, deservedly, occupy first place in the title. To very few mines could
railroads deliver supplies and machinery directly. But great machines, cunningly
disassembled into manageable parts, did nevertheless reach the workings on the
backs of mules.
Mules and muleteers are a constant theme of this work. Among the men who
worked as pack-train drivers for Parker were Pascual Orozco and Pancho Villa,
acquiring in tha t capacity the knowledge of the broken northern terrain tha twas
to serve them so well in Revolutionary days. Parker also found fascination in the
traditional haciendas of the North and devotes many pages to them.
This little book is a pleasure to read. Its scholarly value is limited to the illustrative, though is certainly more than anecdotal. The editor provides a useful
introduction and notes on people and places.
University of New Mexico

PETER BAKEWELL
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SAMUEL PETER HEINTZELMAN AND THE SONORA ExPLORING AND MINING COMPANY. By Diane M. T. North. Tucson: University of Arizona, 1980. Pp. xvii,
248. Illus., notes, bibliog., index. $ 7.95.
EARLY MINING ON THE SOUTHWESTERN FRONTIER was fraught with many dangers
and troubled by numerous problems. Not the least of these were inadequate
capital, shortage of equipment and supplies, uncertain labor, and long distance
from civilization. All of these difficulties beset the Sonora Exploring and Mining
Company, a corporation organized in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1856 to develop and
exploit the former Mexican silver mines in western Dona Ana County, Territory
of New Mexico, now southern Arizona.
The first president of the company was Major Samuel Peter Heintzelman, U.S.
Army, and it was he who came to Tubac, near the mines, in August of 1858 to
spend six months on a leave of absence from the army in an attempt to direct the
development of the mines and the reduction works, near Arivaca. Under the
management of Charles D. Poston, the self-styled "Father of Arizona," the operation had been a virtual failure. It is the daily diary of Heintzelman during the
summer and fall of 1858 that forms the heart of this work, superbly introduced
and edited by Diane North, a museum administrator and historic preservation
specialist.
No book in recent years has so effectively given the historian a picture of early
silver and copper mining in the Gadsden Purchase. Heintzelman's journal was
faithfully kept and contains a wealth of detail and impressions on almost every
aspect of technical and business operations. A chronic shortage of capital, a
varied and often ineffective series of mining, milling, and smelting techniques
drawn from early Spanish, Welsh, and contemporary German sources, scarce
supplies, an erratic labor force and unstable social conditions-all troubled
Heintzelman and the company. In addition, the reader is given valuable insights
into the lives and character of such regional figures as Poston, Samuel Colt, the
arms inventor and major stockholder, Sylvester Mowry, Herman Ehrenberg, and
Thomas and William Wrightson.
The concluding two chapters trace the tragic later history of the mining company and the military and business career of Heintzelman to his death in 1880.
In many ways this work details and expands the pioneer work done by the late
Dr. Ben Sacks in Be It Enacted (1964) and in other publications and reveals an
even clearer picture of the people and working conditions in western New Mexico just prior to the Civil War.
For the student of the pre-Civil War Southwest, for those interested in western
mining technology, and for all of us who study frontier personalities, this book is
a welcome addition to our knowledge. Ms. North has done well to bring these
journals to light and to so ably interpret them for us.

Arizona Historial Society

SIDNEY B. BRINCKERHOFF
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GOLD DUST. By Donald Dale Jackson. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1980. Pp.
361. IlIus., sources, index. $13.95.
HAVING WRITIEN EXTENSIVELY for Life magazine and for the Time-Life Books
wilderness series, Donald Dale Jackson now seeks to capture on paper the
thoughts, feelings, and experiences of the thousands who were part of the California gold rush. In his words, "My goal is to put the reader inside the skins of those
heroic, sad, and reckless men" (p. 5). If what he has to say is not particularly new
to historians, Jackson has indeed caught the essence of the human gold rush
drama and has presented it in warm, intimate terms-no mean accomplishment.
He effectively uses the device of focusing on a score or more of Forty Niners;
some, like James Marshall and John Sutter are well enough known; others, like
Enos Christman, William Manly, or J. Goldsborough Bruff, are less familiar to
the average reader. All are extremely interesting. Beginning with Marshall's epic
discovery early in 1848, he follows the gold rush Odyssey as it develops, introducing his central figures one by one and intermittently following the adventures of each until the boom is over, 1852 or so. People, not events, dominate.
Emphasis is on the excitement of the yellow metal; on the optimism, the
rashness, and the elation of the "go-ahead boys," as the newcomers liked to call
themselves. By the thousands they came-by sea around the Horn, over "The
Easy Way" (Panama), or by anyone of a number of overland routes. California
itself was anticlimax, says Jackson. "The glory was in the going" and in meeting
the challenges along the way, be they seasickness, scurvy, cholera, tainted meat,
alkali water, delirium tremens, or other hardship. Whether dealing with the
routes, with San Francisco, or with the brash young camps of the Mother Lode,
Gold Dust is not the charming, sentimental melodrama of Bret Harte, but the
more realistic description of the boisterous pursuit of a golden dream, which for
many turned sour and hence becomes the story of adversity, recklessness,
violence, and ethnic persecution.
Jackson is a graphic writer, though it is difficult for him (or for anyone else) to
do full justice to the sheer boredom and drudgery of travel and of life in the diggings. This is not an interpretive volume. Jackson does argue that openness,
careless good humor, a taste for change, and a gambling spirit were all part of
the Forty Niner heritage to Californians, a point others have made before. Gold
Dust is readable, accurate, and based upon a substantial canvassing of sources. It
is an excellent piece of popular history.
University of Illinois

CLARK C. SPENCE

HARD ROCK EPIC: WESTERN MiNERS AND THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION,
1860-1910. By Mark Wyman. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1979.
Pp. x, 331. Illus., notes, bibliog., index. $15.95.
INDUSTRIAL PIONEERS of almost any variety have been exposed to a substantial
assortment of unanticipated hazards. Western lode miners, however, had to deal
with more than their share of occupational misfortune and disaster. Large
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numbers of them would have been better off to have pursued some other occupation altogether. Plagued by industrial disease, dangerous working conditions, an
economic structure that operated in a manner adverse to their interests, a legal
system designed to injure them, and a catalogue of adversity that they took pride
in overcoming, they rose above natural and social obstacles in a tradition worthy
of their western frontier heritage. Between 1860 and 1910 they progressed
toward a solution of their most pressing problems. While thus engaged, they exploited a large number of significant, and insignificant, mining properties.
Creating or adopting a new technology appropriate for their era, they engaged in
deep mining on a massive scale. Even without nineteenth-century industrial
adaptation, they would have faced menacing conditions underground. But by
utilizing time-saving modern methods (dynamite in place of black powder,
machine drilling instead of hand steel, hoists instead of ladders, or electric instead of steam power), they wound up with an excessive casualty rate as well as
widespread affliction of silicosis and other unfortunate diseases. This kind of
,misfortune was not limited to mining; industrial agriculture followed with
similar results on western farms. But miners had such conspicuous and unusual
difficulties that they responded more quickly to natural and cultural challenges
that they faced.
In this thorough and careful investigation of industrial impact upon western
lode mining, Professor Wyman balances spectacular conflicts that erupted in
some districts with less exciting, but often more important, operations that were
managed with less friction and disorder. In assessing attitudes and policies of
miners and management, industria I antecedents typical of European and eastern
manufacturing communities are evaluated in a western context in which conditions of frontier life might have' influenced mining development. Neither an
eastern industrial nor a western frontier explanation accounts satisfactorily for
mining tensions unless they are considered together. A substantial diversity
among various western mining camps also must be noticed: generalizations appropriate for some areas do not apply to others. Thus, although some
characteristics of western miners (such as a tendency of many to move about
from camp to camp, or adaption to problems encountered in developing remote
areas far from convenient transporation systems) have been recognized in earlier
studies, familiar concepts are tested in their application to a variety of places. A
superior appreciation of western mining development in general emerges from
this account of how miners lived and worked during an era of strain arising from
industrial innovation.
A number of important subjects are analyzed chronologically in this interpretation: miners and their equipment are identified; economic and technological problems (such as company failure to meet payroll or capital investment
costs) are explained; applications of old, but inappropriate legal procedures are
evaluated; and miners' solutions for difficult problems-through union organization, political action, safety and insurance arrangements, or in a few notable
cases, open conflict-are appraised. In this setting, mine labor wars appear less
typical than some labor history literature might suggest. This approach provides
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a greatly improved perspective for understanding industrial operations during a
formative era. By 1910, nineteenth-century, labor-intensive procedures were giving way to more advanced twentieth-century methods of processing larger
amounts of ore with equipment operated by very few miners: a natural consequence of earlier trends. Life in mining camps gradually .entered a new era, with
antecedents explained with unusual distinction in this important study.
Unlike Nevada, Colorado, Montana, Idaho, Utah, and, to a lesser extent, South
Dakota, California, Arizona, Alaska, and British Columbia, New Mexico escapes
with relatively modest notice in this unusually well-balanced survey. A good article identifying New Mexico's relationships to general western lode mining
trends is in order.

Idaho State Historic Preservation Officer

MERLE WELLS

ORES TO METALS: THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN SMELTING INDUSTRY. By James E. Fell,
Jr. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979. Pp. xii, 341. Illus., notes,
bibliog., index. $21.50.
WHEN ONE THINKS ABOUT MINING, the smelting/milling aspect of the industry does
not usually come to mind. Yet, as author James Fell masterfully argues
throughout his book, "It was this acquisition of European technology and
mobilization of eastern capital to build smelters tha t permitted many mines to be
worked and promoted the economic development of the region" (p. 274).
Smelting, he correctly concludes, has received much less attention than mining,
and he sets out to rectify that inequality. Success crowns his efforts.
Fell, of the Colorado Historical Society, unfolds a classic story of nineteenthcentury American industrial individualism that evolved into corporation dominance and, finally, with the emergence of ASARCO, into virtual monopoly. Ores
to Metals correctly focuses on Colorado, the heart of Rocky Mountain mining
and smelting. It was here that the giants of the industry toiled, that many of the
trials and errors of processing unfolded, and that the beginnings of corporation
control materialized. Colorado's destiny guided the rest of the region with its successes and its failures.
As might be expected, individuals such as Nathaniel Hill, Richard Pearce, and
Meyer Guggenheim loom large in the telling of this story, but so do less well
known figures: Anton Eilers, Edwin Harrison, Otto Hahn, and Henry Wolcott.
Fell skillfully enlivens these important figures with well-chosen word portraits.
This is, however, more than simply a tale of men and the processes, inventions,
and financial dealings that went into developing the smelting industry. It is the
saga of the Colorado cities that wanted to dominate the smelting community.
Pollution and labor/management were of little concern; more important to the
city fathers were the jobs, the financial rewards, and the prestige that the
smelting industry generated. Black Hawk emerged first as a smelting center, to
be quickly surpassed by Denver. Then Leadville came to the front, challenged by
Pueblo and threatened occasionally by eastern cities, such as Omaha and St.
Louis. Leadville would survive the longest, its last plant closing in 1961.
Careful research went into this study, and it is apparent throughout. Fell's ef-
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forts have matched his subject, with a volume that may not interest everyone but
will be a must for mining scholars. It is a book that cries to be read in chapter
segments, not short snatches. Savor it; it has much to say. The inequality has
been rectified.

Fort Lewis College

DUANE A. SMITH

THE WOMEN WHO MADE THE WEST. By The Western Writers of America.
Garden City: Doubleday & Company, 1980. Pp. vi, 252. lIIus., bibliog., index.
$10.95.
FEMALE MEMBERS OF THE Western Writers of America, "a nonprofit organization
of professional authors and screenwriters whose purpose is to perpetuate and
disseminate the history and ideals of the American West" (p. v), wrote the brief
biographies of eighteen unusual women included in this volume. According to
the introduction, the book contains authentic and graphic accounts of a variety
of ambitious women who were nurses, doctors, missionaries, farmers, miners,
journalists, and suffragists; they encountered problems with weather, Indians,
loneliness, husbands, sick children, and money. The collection emphasizes
heroines, including Kate Shelley, a girl who warned of the destruction of a
railroad bridge; Nellie Cashman, a well-traveled character who "always kept her
femininity and good looks" (p. 73) as she nursed miners; Leonel Ross O'Bryan
("Polly Pry") a newspapenyoman who was "brave enough to risk her life wrestling to save her bosses from a smoking pistol" (p. 112); Dr. Ellis Reynolds Shipp,
a mother who overcame obstacles and became a physician and healer in Mormon settlements; and Confederate Sally Skull, a "two-gun girl" who transported
cotton into Mexico.
Some of the biographies are useful, including Nellie Snyder Yost's account of
her mother, an appealing person who became a famous quilt artist; Roberta
Cheney's readable summary of May Arkwright Hutton, one of the most influential western women in the book; and Pamela· Herr's interesting account of Eliza
Farnham, a Californian whose career included farming, writing, and nursing.
But scholars and other critical readers will fault this book. Much of the prose is
breezy, conversations are contrived, there are no footnotes, and the characters
seem faultless (a prostitute is included, and she fits the stereotype of the bad
woman with a heart of gold, especially when she mothered a mentally retarded
boy). The title claims too much; these eighteen women did not make the West;
and some interpretations are also overblown; for example, Esther Morris's
Wyoming tea party in 1869 had not, as her biographer maintains, "sparked the
movement" (p. 203) that culminated in the Nineteenth Amendment.
It is obvious today that women played a far more important role than has been
acknowledged in standard histories, but this uneven volume will hardly help to
redress this glaring neglect. Fortunately, other recent publications on the subject
have been scholarly and readable, includingJulie Roy Jeffrey, Frontier Women,
and the Pacific Historical Review's May 1980 issue entitled, "Women in the
American West."

Whitman College

G. THOMAS EDWARDS
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BELTRAN: BASQUE SHEEPMAN OF THE AMERICAN WEST. By Beltran Paris as told to
William A. Douglass. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1979. Pp. xv, 186.
Illus. $10.00.
IN THE LAST FEW YEARS, the University of Nevada Press has published a unique
series of books edited by William A. Douglass, an imaginative anthropologist
and head of the Basque Studies Program at the University of Nevada, Reno. In
the Basque series, we are introduced to a significant, little-known and poorly
understood ethnic group that has been especially associated with sheepherding in
the West. The fifth book in the Basque series, the memoir of Beltran Paris, is the
first published memoir of a Basque sheepman. In a series that has included such
authoritative works as Stanley Payne's Basque Nationalism and Bilbao and
Douglass' Amerikanuak: Basques in the New World, as well as titles by Rodney
Gallop and Robert Laxalt, Beltran is the most ingenuous, for it is a totally
original document in which the historian, in this case the oral historian, rarely
obtrudes.
As this book makes abundantly clear, the quiet drama of the sheepman in the
West demands a place beside the epic of the cowboy that from the dime western
through the television serial has dominated the American popular imagination.
The isolated deserts and mountains of Nevada, Arizona, Colorado, Wyoming,
Montana, California, Oregon, and Idaho, where up to recently French and
Spanish Basque sheepmen have played a central role, have lacked the romantic
continental sweep and visibility of the last American frontier where stampeding
buffalo and Indians were succeeded by longhorns, cowboys, vaqueros, and the
long drive. Basques, Douglass hazards, "more than any other immigrant group
in American history" (p. xiii) were driven to return to their homeland in Europe
if they were to establish families, escape from the terminal exile of one of the
most solitary and womanless professions in the world, and where they would
have few direct successors.
To my knowledge, this unique memoir told in the first person by Beltran Paris
and completed in 1977 when he was a robust eighty-nine vividly records for the
first time the lonely, courageous, and dangerous lives of Basque sheepmen. In doing so, it bids effectively for a place for that story in the history of the West.
Functionally illiterate in their own Basque, a language that lacked a literary
tradition (with the surname Paris, ironically, Beltran knew not a word of French
when he was conscripted into the French army at the age of twenty), American
Basques have rarely written about themselves; but in Beltran Paris's extended life
story, from Pyrenees rags to Far Western riches, we have a special version of the
immigrant classic to illuminate an era that like the cattle frontier has virtually
come to an end. As Basques no longer replace Basques in any significant numbers
and are succeeded by Mexicans and Peruvians, Beltran may serve as an eloquent
epitaph for an era and a region and way of life that need to be understood and
not romanticized away.
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JACK DEMPSEY: THE MANASSA MAULER. By Randy Roberts. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1979. Pp. 310. Illus., notes, bibliog., index.
$14.95.
PROFESSIONAL SPORTS PLAY such a prominent role in American life today that we
tend to forget this was not always so. But during the decades before 1917, respectable people scorned professional athletes. Baseball players were bums,
golfers wer~ idle dandies, and boxers-heaven forbid-were the lowest of the
low. This atmosphere of disapproval did not change much 'until after World War
I. Then, it became permanently altered by the first great age of sports heroes:
Babe Ruth, Harold "Red" Grange, Gertrude Ederle, Johnny Weissmuller, The
Four Horsemen of Notre Dame, "Big Bill" Tilden, Bobby Jones, Helen Wills,
and, of course, William Harrison (Jack) Dempsey.
Randy Roberts argues that Dempsey was by far the most important of the lot.
According to Roberts, Dempsey's life evolved into the perfect metaphor for the
1920s. As the first "made" sports hero, he became a product whose image was
carefully created for popular consumption. Even Dempsey admitted that
whenever he read articles about himself, he had the uneasy feeling that he was
reading about someone else. Dempsey's "popular image," Roberts concludes,
"would mirror the different cultural shifts and schisms of the 1920s, just as his
personal life and boxing career would exemplify the age of heroes and the rise of
modern, commercialized sports" (p. 66),
This is a marvelous book. With lively prose, refreshing humor, and great
knowledge of the fight game, Roberts shows how every major Dempsey bout during the 1920s became far more important than the match itself. Actually, each
fight became a forum to reflect one of the social, moral, or political issues of the
day. (The only exception was race, for Dempsey's managers carefully avoided
matching him against any Black heavyweight.)
The 1921 fight with Georges Carpentier, for example, pitted the urbane
French war hero against the uncouth Colorado "slacker" who had avoided
military service. The bout with Luis Firpo in 1923 reflected the issue of Latin
American vs. North American supremacy. "One shudders to think of what might
have happened to the Monroe Doctrine if Firpo had won," gasped the Brooklyn
Eagle. All the fights, but especially the two with Gene Tunney (1926, 1927) symbolized the lone individual whose ultimate destiny lay (literally) in his own
hands. In a world replete with mechanization and bureaucracy, this had meaning for thousands of spectators.
Steadfastly, these symbolic encounters broke down popular resistance to prize
fighting. New people filled the bleachers: movie stars, aristocrats, novelists, and
thousands of ordinary men and women. When Jack Dempsey met Calvin
Coolidge in the White 'House in 1924, one could safely say that boxing had arrived.
The only weak spot in Roberts's study is the Epilogue, which tries to take
Dempsey's life up to the present in six pages. This is unfortunate because, unlike
most of the' other sports figures of the I920s, Dempsey did not fade from public
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view when the decade closed. His movie, Broadway, and Vaudeville ventures
helped keep his name alive, and his service in World War II forever removed the
"slacker" tarnish. His New York restaurant became a tourist attraction for more
than a quarter of a century. It has never been easy to live constantly in the public
eye, but this humble miner from the Rocky Mountain West was able to do so with
grace and ease. His mastery of the common touch assured him of an audience
wherever he went. And for years, when young boys tussled, one could often hear:
"Aw, who do you think you are, Jack Dempsey?"
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PEOPLE OF THE SUN: SOME OUT-OF-FASHION SOUTHWESTERNERS. Photos by Buddy
Mays. Text by Marc Simmons. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1979. Pp. 152. Illus. $14.95.
No BOOK COULD HAVE BEEN more appropriately named than People of the Sun.
Marc Simmons has caught the feeling and the spirit of the Indian, Spanish, and
the American cowboy as few others have done before him. Buddy Mays's
photographs are the perfect complement to depict graphically the true image of
what these hardy people are really like. I have been very fortunate during my
thirty-eight years of photographing the people and places in New Mexico to have
lived many of the experiences described in the book. Buddy Mays's photographs
show the true character of the people who are part of this sun-baked land in
sharp contrast to the recent arrivals: restless and uncaring products of this technological age.
This volume is concise, factual, sometimes delightful, sometimes unbelieving,
and helps us to understand the reverence the Indian has for the earth and his
religion; to comprehend why the Spanish are so fiercely proud of their heritage.
And the American cowboy, highly moral, strong, and competent, with few
creature comforts and at peace with himself as few of us are.
I have been on cattle drives across the San Agustin Plains to the railhead at
Magdalena-with the mule-drawn chuckwagon going on ahead to set up camp
at a prearranged spot for "nooning" or overnight. I have associated with many
such men and women the author so accurately describes, and once having known
them they are indelibly imprinted in my memory.
Simmons' writing and Buddy Mays's photographs have caught the very heart
of the Southwest. Their volume is must reading for anyone even remotely curious
about the people in our past.
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THE SAN LUIS VALLEY: LAND OF THE SIx-ARMED CROSS. By Virginia McConnell
Simmons. Boulder, Colo.: Pruett Publishing Company, 1979. Pp. 193. Illus.,
notes, bibliog., index. $19.95.
VIRGINIA MCCONNELL SIMMONS, author of Bayou Salado, the classic study of
South Park, has written a new history of yet another park, this time the San Luis.
Simmons provides the reader with a narrative and chronological description of
development in the San Luis Valley from the days of native American occupation
through the Spanish period and on into Mexican days of settlement and farming.
These little histories are conventional and rely on standard source materials with
some primary documents from the Santa Fe Archives. The American period,
beginning in 1848, is detailed by the author on a developmental basis with the
most information pertaining to exploration (particularly Pike), the military, and
mining.
The Valley (as the locals call it) was first populated by Mexican citizens who,
by accident, became Americans. The American segment of the population arrived during the 1850s when settlers took up land to farm. Then, in 1859 the
Colorado Gold Rush occurred, and many miners drifted into the Valley to seek
minerals or look for access to the San Juan Mountains. Mining in the Valley was
not overly successful and did not come until the 1870s when gold was found
along Kerber Creek and in the Luis Maria Baca Number Four Grant (near
Liberty). Iron was also mined at Orient just east of Villa Grove. However,
agriculture was and remained the primary economic motivator in the San Luis.
During the 1880s irrigation projects brought water to various parts of the Valley,
and its status as a major supplier of food was assured. Equally, the San Luis was
a transportation center with the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad reaching
Alamosa in the 1880s. Lines ran from all points of the compass and covered the
valley.
From about 1890 into the present, the San Luis has remained-as it began-an
agricultural center. Various experiments in agriculture were attempted. Some,
like the Mormon colonies at Sanford and Mansassa, thrive today, while Eastland,
a Japanese enterprise, failed after World War II.
The San Luis Valley was, and still is, a unique blend of Spanish heritage with a
facade of Anglo lifestyles. Simmons has captured the beauty and difference of the
San Luis in her work.
There are some surprising omissions in the bibliography such as Mike Kaplan's
work on Otto Mears of Saguache and Gordon Chappell's delightful study of the
"Chili Line" to Santa Fe. Nevertheless, this effort represents the first time a consolidated history of the Valley has been attempted, and while this is not a
definitive history of the Valley, it is a good start in that direction.
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TwILIGHT OF THE TENDERFOOT: A WESTERN MEMOIR. By Diane Ackerman. New
York: William Morrow and Company, 1980. Pp. 222. Illus. $9.95 cloth.
TwILIGHT OF THE TENDERFOOT is unusual because of the viewpoint of its New
York state, Ph.D. author-turned-cowgirl. Unusual because of the literary, often
lyrical style with which she describes the nitty gritty as well as the esthetic side of
cattle ranching. Diane Ackerman's love of horses led her into a writing project
whose complete scope she could not have imagined when she first arrived at the
Tequesquite ranch in northeastern New Mexico.
Owned by the Mitchell family for three generations, the ranch itself is unusual;
its spread of 180,000 acres, its helicopter, private airstrip and plane, and expensive equipment for cattle breeding create an economic security enjoyed by only a
few operators. The author, by arrangement with present owner, Albert Mitchell,
visited the ranch to experience firsthand the branding, shipping, and herding of
cattle from water holes to fresh pasturage. She was fortunate indeed to have the
Mitchell ranch as her locale and subject matter. She fails to mention that the majority of smaller ranches in New Mexico perform the same routine on a lesser
scale.
That Ackerman was plucky, definitely sincere in her participation in all activities, is quite evident in her prose accounts of the ranch life that she had
dreamed of since childhood. She gamely bore the brunt of cowboy hijinks until
she herself could pass on some razzing to a teenage wrangler. Her difficulty with
the idiom of the Spanish-speaking Juan and Mettie; her hilarious attempts to vent
her feelings with cowboy cussin'; her physical exhaustion from hours of herding
or serving as assistant midwife to struggling heifers are clearly detailed for the
often amused, sometimes incredulous reader. This seasonal narrative leaves the
romance, the adventure, the riding into the sunset ending to a more traditional
novelist. Instead, the author, with many classical allusions, poetic appreciation
of the animals as well as the land, conveys to the reader infinite details of ranch
procedure that other writers merely hint at.
Concerning the personal life of the Mitchell family, she paints a picture of affluence and culture, undergirded with the raw facts of coping with cattle, their
inherited environment, and the vagaries of weather. The ethics of their hard
work, fair play, innate honesty and pride of accomplishment run like bright
threads in the pattern of the story.
The author admits to being amazed that on the Tequesquite ranch "cowboying
went on as it had for ages," yet she candidly voices her fears that she was witnessing "an exotic, swiftly vanishing way of life." However, not in the immediate
future will all cattle be bornin modern feedlots, nor will the main events of their
physical care ceased to require the services of flesh and blood cowboys. Perhaps
Diane Ackerman's apprehension is a little exaggerated for the benefit of her
eastern readers. For all readers, however, she has written a compelling story.
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